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FFA Creed


The FFA Creed

	Creed
	Interpretation

	I believe in the future of agriculture with a faith born not of words, but of deeds
	· Actions speak louder than words.  Deeds are real, words may not be.

	Achievements won by present and past generations of agriculturists
	· Abundant food supply – Americans spend only about 10% of their income on food

· Mechanical and scientific advancements.

	In the promise of better days through better ways
	· The future will be better because we learn how to do things better.

	Even as the better things we now enjoy
	· Conveniences, technology, less physical labor

	Have come to us from the struggles of former years
	· People have worked hard to obtain a better life.  The “struggles” have been drought, storms, poor prices, diseases, long hours, and hard work.

	I believe that to live and work on a good farm or to be engaged in other agricultural pursuits
	· Agriculture is farming and many other things involved in food, fiber, outdoor recreation, environment, etc.

	Is pleasant
	· You get to work with nature, outdoors, living things, discover new things, possibly be your own boss.

	As well as challenging
	· There are lots of problems to solve.  There are challenges dealing with the forces of nature.  There are financial challenges.  There are problems to solve and tough decisions to be made.

	For I know the joys and 
	· Joys might include working with nature, seeing newborn animals, gardening, doing hands-on things you like.

	Discomforts of agricultural life
	· Discomforts – Safety concerns, weather, diseases, prices, hard work.

	And hold an inborn fondness for those associations
	· An inner feeling of shared values from life experiences.

	Which even in hours of discouragement
	· Sometimes things are out of our control and things go bad.

	I cannot deny
	· I will not quit during tough times.

	I believe in leadership from ourselves
	· I know how to plan, organize, and get things done.


	And respect from others
	· Other people should recognize our accomplishments

	I believe in my own ability
	· I am confident in myself

	To work efficiently
	· Be productive with my time and effort

	And think clearly
	· Think for myself with integrity

	With such knowledge and skill as I can secure
	· Being a good student, making the most of my education

	And in the ability of progressive agriculturists
	· Working with the leaders of our field

	To serve our own and the public interest


	· Contributing to betterment of the world community

	In producing and marketing the product of our toil
	· To make the most of the fruits of our labor

	I believe in less dependence on begging
	· I want to earn what I get, not have it given to me.

	And more power in bargaining
	· I should have a say in what I receive for my efforts.

	In the life abundant
	· I will be able to do well and be successful.

	And enough honest wealth
	· I should earn a good living if I am honest and fair.

	To help make it so—for others as well as myself.
	· You should help others be successful too.



	In less need for charity


	· Not always expecting a free hand out.

	And more of it when needed


	· Coming to aid those who need help in midst of disaster.

	In being happy myself
	· Feeling good

	And playing square with those whose happiness depends on me.
	· Being truthful, honest, dependable to friends, family, and others.

	I believe that American agriculture can and will hold true to the best traditions of our national life.
	· Traditions of freedom, to determine your own destiny, to be successful, to make your own life and live by your own values.

	And that I can exert an influence in my home and community which will stand solid
	· I can make a positive difference in making things better.

	For my part in that inspiring task.
	· We all have a place in the world and I can be important to the future of the food, fiber, and environmental systems of the world.
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